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ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 EB-07 

AID-05 /077W 

051872 

R252210Z APR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 001 1 
INFO AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA 
AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR 
AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

UNCLAS SAN JOSE 1671 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR CS 

SUBJECT: TORRIJOS STOPS IN SAN JOSE 

1. GENERAL OMAR TORRIJOS MADE A "SECRET" OVERNIGHT 
STOP IN SAN JOSE ON APRIL 23 ENROUTE REPORTEDLY TO 
MEET WITH PRESIDENT OF GUATEMALA 

AND SALVADOR. PRESS REPORTS HERE DESCRIBE THE 
CENTRAL PURPOSE OF TORRIJOS MEETINGS IN ALL 
THREE COUNTRIES TO HAVE BEEN TO DISCUSS THE FUTURE POLICIES 
OF THE BANANA EXPORTING COUNTRIES UNION (UPEB). THE 
PANAMA CANAL NEGOTIATIONS WERE ALSO SAID TO HAVE BEEN A 
MAJOR THEME. 

2. ONE PRESS REPORT NOTED THAT TORRIJOS 

WAS SEEKING AGREEMENT OF THE THE OTHER GOVERNMENTS 

TO APPLY A UNIFORM TAX OF ONE DOLLAR PER BOX OF BANANAS. 

GOCR FONMIN FACIO, WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE EVENING 

MEETING BETWEEN PRESIDENT ODUBER AND TORRIJOS, 

REPORTEDLY TOLD NEWSMEN THAT COSTA RICA 

"WILL MATCH THE BANANA TAX THAT PANAMA HAS ESTABLISHED". 
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LANGERUD HAD PROMISED TO SHORTLY JOIN THE UPEB. 

3. WITH REGARD TO THE CANANL NEGOTIATIONS TORRIJOS 
REPORTEDLY HAD SOME TOUGH WORDS FOR THE U.S. A PRESS 
REPORT HERE ATTRIBUTED TO TORRIJOS THE STATEMENT; 

"THE UNITED STATES CONTINUES TO DECEIVE PANAMANIAN 
PUBLIC OPINION AND IN THE FINAL ANALYSIS LATIN 
AMERICAN (PUBLIC OPINION), ABOUT THE PANAMA CANAL 
ISSUE". 

4. TORRIJOS REPORTEDLY COMMENTED UPON THE UNITED FRUIT/ 
HONDURAS EPISODE NOTING LOPEZ ARELLANO WAS NOT BRIBED 
BY THE BANANA COMPANY BUT THAT". ...UNITED IS CAPABLE 

OF ANYTHING". 

5. PRESS REPORTS ALSO NOTED THAT TORRIJOS INDICATED THAT 
THE NEXT MEETING OF CENTRAL AMERICAN PRESIDENTS WOULD 
PROBABLY TAKE PLACE WITHIN A FEW WEEKS, POSSIBLY AT 
ODUBER'S FARM IN GUANACASTE. 

TODMAN 
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